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on his death bed:
On one such occasion, His Majesty's eyes became wet, and in
a heavy voice he asked his friend to overcome his pain with the
instrument of faith. The Emperor sat on his bed, held his hand
in a gesture of eternal friendship, comforted him with soothing
words and, on leaving, instructed the physicians in attendance
to spare no effort to prevent the angel of death from entering
the tent. The end came shortly afterwards. Akbar lamented: The
heavens have fallen; my world is in ruins. Oh, Allah, what sin
did I commit to merit losing two dear friends in two months.
Save me, the Protector of the bereaved, from further such
catastrophes.
Akbar's prayer was not to be granted. At Kabul he received a
petition from Raja Todar Mai, Governor of Punjab, for permis-
sion to lay down his office and spend the last days of his life in
Hardwar. Akbar knew that the Raja was in indifferent health, and
so agreed to his request. Todar Mai handed over his duties, as
desired in the royal firman, to Raja Bhagwan Das, and left for the
city "whose gates open into the courtyard of Hindu heaven."
When he had travelled only one stage, a letter came from the
Emperor which stated:
It is immeasurably more virtuous to look after one's duties than
to sit aimlessly on the bank of the Ganges. Even Hindu dharma
enjoins the observance of one's worldly duties to the end. In
our opinion it would be more beneficial for you to return to
Lahore and derive Divine beneficence by continuing to work
for the good of the people.
True to his salt, Todar Mai, notwithstanding his age and illness,
returned to his post. His premonition came true. On 14 November
he died following a stroke. The news saddened Akbar. One more
shock was yet in store for him. Five days later passed away the
gallant Raja Bhagwan. Das, brother of Empress Jodha Bai and
hero of many a war he fought side by side with Akbar. The cup
of the Emperor's sorrow was now full to the brim. He was forty-
eight, an age reached by few monarchs of the Chingez-Timur
dynasty, The thought of death ^saddened him. His life-work, he